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possibly referring to the Pythagorean and Orphic doc-
trines, supposed originally to have been derived from
India/1 of a transmigration of souls (metempsychosis);
the coins (" Charon's obolus " or " danace ") placed in the
mouth of deceased persons in ancient Greece, and the
little circular embossed thin plates of gold ("gold
bracteates" of modern numismatists) which probably
served a similar purpose. In spite of Lucian's ridicule,
the custom of placing coins in the mouth of corpses
survived from ancient Greece, through Koinan and
Byzantine ages, to modern times in Koumelia and
Anatolia.

Under the present heading one might mention certain
superstitions and customs connected with the belief in
an existence after death, namely, the weird superstitions
connected with the primitive " vampire " tales of Eastern
Europe; the Oriental and ancient customs of the sacri-
ficial death or suicide of wives to accompany their husbands
(the " Sutteeism " of widows in Hindustan), or of slaves
to accompany their masters, into the future life ; the idea
of the restless wandering spirits or ghosts of murdered
persons and suicides, who are able to haunt and worry
the living, especially those who injured them during
life; and (intimately allied to the last idea) the old
Chinese idea of the possibility of obtaining revenge by
means of suicide, i e. the idea that the spirit of the dead
man may haunt and punish those whose cruelty and
malevolence drove him to commit suicide.42 But I have

41  There are, of course, many Buddhist works of art lepresefltuarg*
scenes from the "Jatakas," that is to say, incidents from supposed
earlier existences of Buddha.   Amongst such works of art is the series
of sculptures in the British Museum from the Buddhist Tope at
Amaravati in Southern India.

42  In the British Museum there are some fine coloured Japanese